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        NEIGHBORHOOD MEETING 
To discuss a draft master plan and improvements to Mary Gibbard Park 

When:  Monday August 29th, 2011 @ 6:30pm 
Where:  Mishawaka City Hall  (Council Chambers) 

600 East Third Street  
August 12, 2011 
 
Dear Friends and Neighbors, 
 
The City of Mishawaka Parks and Recreation Board cordially invite you to attend a neighborhood meeting 
to discuss and receive input on a draft redevelopment master plan and to suggest improvements to Mary 
Gibbard Park. The intent of the Park Board is to make the decisions that best serve the recreational needs of 
our citizens and your input is important! 
 
Although there has been considerable discussion about the pool closing, potential splashpad conversion, and 
funding/usage in general, the point of this meeting isn’t to revisit past decisions.  The Administration, 
Common Council, and Park Board have all identified that funding to make improvements to Mary Gibbard 
Park is a high priority.  This past winter, the Park Board asked that a comprehensive redevelopment plan for 
the park be created.  The Department of City Planning prepared a draft plan to be presented for review and 
comment.  A reduced copy of this plan is on the back side of this notice.  A larger color copy is available for 
review at the Department  of City Planning, Room 201 of City Hall.  The plan can also be viewed on-line at 
www.mishwaka.in.gov/marygibbardplan . 
 
Key elements of the plan include: 

• Placing the park “in the round”- surrounding the park with streets to open up visibility to the park 
and create new single family home sites on underutilized property to the south-  This increases 
visibility into the park, creates a safer environment, and has been shown to reduce vandalism. 

• Acquiring additional properties to the north end of the park to open the park up to Delaware Street.  
This removes potential conflicts between homes and the park, and opens up visibility. 

• Providing a central pavilion. 
• Removing an existing storage building and modifying the existing pool mechanical/restroom 

building. 
• Converting the existing pool into a splashpad, with a shaded picnic area adjacent to it. 
• Expanding the play equipment area, including replacing outdated play equipment.  
• Constructing sidewalks throughout for increased accessibility and exercise.    
• Reconfiguring the basketball and sand volleyball court 
• Providing a passive open lawn area for ball play, frisbee, or other pick-up games. 

 
In June, an additional appropriation was approved that allowed the City to purchase 917 Grand Boulevard 
and perform approximately $120,000 in improvements to the park that could start this fall.  Your input will 
help determine what improvements will be made and what the priorities will be!  
 
If you are not able to attend, but would like to provide input, please send written comments via mail or e-
mail to:  
 
Ken Prince, City Planner Or E-mail  kprince@mishawaka.in.gov   
City of Mishawaka  
600 East Third Street 
Mishawaka, IN 46544   
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