CITY OF MISHAWAKA
HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION
July 7,2020

A regular meeting of the Mishawaka Historic Preservation Commission was held Tuesday July 7, 2020, in
the Council Chambers at City Hall, 600 E Third St., Mishawaka, IN 46544.

The meeting was called to order at 4:00 pm.

Commission members present: Mike Bultinck, Terry DeMaegd, David Eisen, Doug Merritt, Nancy Seidler,
Faye Sullivan, and Kate Voelker.

Advisory members present: Alan Grzeskowiak, Tom Morris, and Jason Stoller.

Staff: Christa Hill

Public: Dave Straughn, Councilwoman Maggie DeMaegd, Dr./Pastor Greg Lawson.

A motion by Mike Bultinck, seconded by Nancy Seidler, the June 2, 2020 minutes were approved.

SPECIAL PRESENTATION
Dr./Pastor Greg Lawson submitted Historical Marker applications for the following:

1) Historical Marker — Candoli brother

2) Historical Marker — Irene Vernon
Dr./Pastor Lawson has been writing for Senior Life for 28 years. He has a family connection to
Mishawaka. You may know him from his work with the previous Historical Marker for his home at 1801 E
Third, home of POW Richard Brenneman. He thinks the signs help bring the stories to life instead of just
reading about them.
The Candoli brothers were jazz musicians who grew up at 404 W 11™ St. Conte was a member of the
Doc Severson Band on the Tonight Show with Johnny Carson.
Irene Vernon, born Irene Vergauwen. Worked at a local dance studio, which got her interested in
dancing. Went to New York. Worked at the Copacabana night club. Eventually was on the TV show
Bewitched.
Terry DeMaegd pointed out there is a Vergauwen Court intersects with Towle Avenue, north of
Lincolnway.
Kate Voelker thanked Dr. Lawson for his time and research. Doug Merritt seconded this sentiment but is
intrigued by the street name and would like to do more research.
A motion by Terry DeMaegd, seconded by Dave Eisen tabled the vote to the August meeting.

COMMITTEE REPORTS
A. Historic Districts/Plaques
At last night’s Council meeting, the approved the extension of the Normain Heights Conservation
District.
B. Public Relations & Community Education
Indiana Landmarks hosting Mod Squad Thursday.
Tracing Your House History Handout.
National Alliance of Preservation Commissions is hosting a virtual conference. August 3-9. 4
sessions per day. Cost: $100.
C. Staff Notes
Council Passed Dedesignation ordinance at last night's meeting.

OLD BUSINESS

Edgewater Drive Historic District Committee

Meetting with Committee July 9. We made changes based the February meeting and we need to get that
information back to the neighborhood at large. Post to our website. Have a virtual meeting. Keep things
moving forward.
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Bethel University
Alan Grzeskowiak is back and forth with Bethel for wording on the markers. Timeline for back to school.

Historic Preservation Sign Program

After the last meeting, Christa provided Faye Sullivan with a list of everyone who had participated in the
past 5 years and a list of all Notable and Outstanding houses from the 1995 survey. Faye would like to
get a head start on getting approval. Our numbers have gone down this year. We bought 125 signs in
2016. We only have 85 left. We might need to purchase more signs.

NEW BUSINESS

Preserving Historic Places Conference (September 28, October 1, 2021)

Dates have been changed to next year. We will take off the agenda until registration opens again.
Everyone will have to reregister.

Senior Night Out

The event is Monday, August 24 from 6-8pm in Battell Park. s there still time to collect people’s stories?
Jennifer Johns sent over a release form. Kate suggested gaging interest but actually recording them
later. Will we have access to electricity?

PRIVILEGE OF THE FLOOR

Dave Straughn. City already has to many signs. Another way to capture Rev. Lawson’s efforts. Project
similar to “The Atterbury Files'. An anthology written by students about this history of Camp Atterbury.
Get kids involved in history.

ADJOURNMENT

The meeting adjourned at 4:53 pm. Qj . W

Dave Eisen, Vice-Chairman Christa Hill, Secretary




