
CITY OF MISHAWAKA 
HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION 

October 1, 2019 
 
A regular meeting of the Mishawaka Historic Preservation Commission was held Tuesday, October 1 
2019, in Room 205 at City Hall, 600 E. Third St., Mishawaka, IN 46544 
 
Chairman Doug Merritt called the meeting to order at 4:00 pm. 
 
Commission members present: Terry DeMaegd, David Eisen, Doug Merritt, Faye Sullivan, and Kate 
Voelker. 
Advisory members present: Shirley McAlister, Tom Morris, and Jason Stoller. 
Staff:  Christa Hill. 
Public: Ruth Pavich, Mary Beth Torma, Arlene Martin, and Dave Straughn. 
 
A motion for the approval of the September 3 Meeting Minutes was made by David Eisen and seconded 
by Terry DeMaegd. 
 
COMMITTEE REPORTS  

A. Historic Districts/Plaques 
Asked Tom Morris for an update on Dr. Wheet.  Building has been scraped but not painted.  
Doing work himself.  Slow going. 

B. Public Relations & Community Education 
Doug Merritt attended de-designation workshop.  We were only notified that morning. 

C. Staff Notes 
Lincoln Park Comfort Station 10 years ago.  State didn’t know we designated it but we need the 
whole application again.  New pictures. 
Doug Merritt asked are all designation ordinances recorded? 

 
NEW BUSINESS  
De-designation Workshop 
Doug Merritt attended.  Held in Michigan City, hosted by Indiana Landmarks, speaker from Fort Wayne.  
The backstory is Fort Wayne has a Frank Lloyd Wright house that was designated by the owner.  That 
same owner came back and asked for a de-designation.  The State Legislature has de-designation 
language, but not a lot of towns have adopted.  One recommendation was that decision not be up to 
City Council, but HPC.  Kate Voelker asked why de-designation.  Christa Hill asked what was done with 
the Tivoli?  No one remembers that long ago. The Planning, Legal, Mayor’s office had to work with State 
to respond. When asked for more background, Doug explained they knew the house was design by FLW 
but no history.  When a nearby road project was ongoing, the owner created designation for protection.  
When road project completed, the same owner wanted de-designation.  Only looking for short term 
protection.  The town had no guidelines for de-designation.  The owner submitted multiple petitions, 
which caused stress to the staff, which only got worse when the media became involved.  Terry 
DeMaegd asked if there was criteria for de-designation?  Doug responded there are at least 12 in the 
enabling law.  Christa had several documents to pass or share via email; staff report, state enabling law, 
Fort Wayne bylaws. Faye Sullivan asked if they removed the designation to demolish?  Not in this case, 
just didn’t want extra layer.  Tom Morris has agreed to research other states. Dave Eisen asked if one 
person could leave the Normain Heights District?  The State enabling law requires 60% of owners. Kate r 
asked why would we give them the opportunity? That goes against our mission statement.  We 
definitely want legal to look at before we proceed.  Tom  ound a case in LaPorte where the Council de-
designated without HPC involvement.  Kate asked if we can differ from the state?  Another question for 
legal.   






