CITY OF MISHAWAKA
HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION JULY 5, 2017

A regular meeting of the Mishawaka Historic Preservation Commission was held Wednesday July 5,
2017.

Dave Eisen, as acting Chairperson, called the meeting to order at City Hall at 4:01 pm.

Commission members in attendance: Terry DeMaegd, Dave Eisen, Jennifer Johns, Nancy Seidler, Faye
Sullivan, and Kate Voelker. Advisory members present: Alan Grzeskowiak, Thomas Morris, and Jason

Stoller. Staff: Christa Hill and Ashlee McQuarters. Public: Steve and Barbara Van Damme, Eva Nance,
and Dave Straughn.

A motion by Kate Voelker, seconded by Terry DeMaegd approved the June minutes.

Dave Eisen amended the agenda to allow our guests, Steve and Barbara Van Damme and Eva Nance
to speak at the beginning of the meeting.

Mr. and Mrs. Van Damme and Ms. Nance had sent a letter ahead of the meeting introducing themselves
to the Commission and their interest in the Dodge House. They are looking for guidance from the HPC
to renovate the Dodge House into a residence. They would keep the upstairs apartments for the first
year during the renovation. They are collecting information to determine if it is a wise financial decision.
Since the property is right next to Faye Sullivan, they were particularly curious about her opinions. Faye
made the distinction that her house was not a landmark, and therefore, not under the same guidelines.
Christa Hill confirmed the HPC only has jurisdiction over the outside appearance of the house. Faye
admits her house is a money pit, but she enjoys the work. Kate Voelker mentioned contacting the
owners of the Beiger Mansion to the north, since they are also historic owners. Jason Stoller has only
owned his historic home for a year and a half. He admits it is a lot of work, but thinks it’s worth it in the
end. The Van Dammes and Ms. Nance asked for historic contractors, in addition to a list provided by
Indiana Landmarks. Faye’s suggestion was to get a contractor that specialized in electric, plumbing,
countertops, etc. instead of a do it all handyman. Their expertise is valuable. Kate asked about past
renovations the Van Dammes and Ms. Nance had done. Mrs. VanDamme responded they previously
owned the former Case Printers building in the west end, which was recently sold. The most recent was
Cushing Street in South Bend. They mentioned wanted to add a garage. Faye added a two story garage,
and as long as it looks right. A lot is dated, like the window air conditioner units. They asked if they
could contact the HPC if they had more questions after the meeting. Kate introduced herself as the
Councilwoman and offered her email. Another option was to email Christa Hill in the Planning office
and she would get the information out to all HPC members. Dave Eisen asked for contact information
for the Van Dammes and Ms. Nance. Kate pointed out Mrs. Van Damme’s email was part of the
introduction letter. If they do end up purchasing the building, Kate reminded them that the HPC likes
tours, maybe a before and after.

COMMITTEE REPORTS

A. Historic Districts/Plaques

Terry DeMaegd reported on the Freddie Fitzsimmons sign unveiling. It was last Thursday.
Chirsta Hill showed pictures. There were several representatives of the City, including the
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Mayor. We also had media coverage by WSBT and the South Bend Tribune. Nick
Brown, the Vice President of the South Bend Cubs attended and spoke. Terry presented him
with Peter DeKever’s Freddie Fitzsimmons book. Peter DeKever gave a short speech connecting
this house to Freddie Fitzsimmons and how well known Freddie Fitzsimmons was. The news
coverage directed people to call City Hall if they had nominations for additional signs.

B. Public Relations & Community Education
See Historic District/Plaques.

C. Administration and Incentives
See Staff Notes.

D. Staff Notes
Christa Hill introduced the Planning Department intern, Ashlee McQuarters. She knows GIS, so
one of her projects from HPC will be to work on the Story Map. Bryan Tanner has sent pieces
and Ashlee will try to fit them together. We are missing about half of the long descriptions. The
website used for the Mishawaka Heritage Festival is no longer valid. It has expired. Faye Sullivan
remembers going over to Mary Watt’s house, the Huston-Watt house. This project was started
about two years ago. Christa will send around a list after the meeting. Ashlee also took Don
Crawford’s “Story of the Sister City Relationship” and created a document with pictures and
other references. Now that this is completed, we need to find a place on the website that it can
be housed. Dave Eisen suggested going through the library’s information about Shirojiri before
completing the presentation. Ashlee introduced herself as landscape architecture major from
Ball State.
Christa received a complementary email from a couple who stayed at the Beiger Mansion bed

and breakfast. While we appreciate people reaching out to us, the Beiger isn’t a local landmark,
and we have no oversight as to how they run their business.

OLD BUSINESS

Historical Marker Guidelines Program Vote

Terry DeMaegd thinks we set the bar high with Freddie Fitzsimmons. There is no cost to the HPC.
Christa Hill says it costs the City something. Terry continued that we should interpret the guidelines
liberally in order to put up more. There is educational benefit. Kate Voelker reminded the HPC that all
members will be involved in the review. Faye Sullivan thinks the guidelines are just right; they aren’t
too difficult, but gives us a reason deny ones that are trite. Dave Eisen suggested Martha’s Midway and
Rose Hardwick Thorpe. He says the guidelines may look intimidating, but they are open enough to allow
both of his examples. Jason Stoller noticed some small typos that Christa Hill will fix before putting on
the website. Kate suggested taking applications to the Mishawaka Heritage Festival.

Kate Voelker made a motion to approve the Historic Marker Guidelines Program and application,
seconded by Nancy Seidler.

Tour of St. Michael’s Church
Cliff Zenor is contacting the church. Hopefully we can meet there for our September meeting.
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NEW BUSINESS

Mishawaka Heritage Festival

Kate Voelker asked that it be put on the agenda next month. Alan Grzeskowiak still has the Jepardy
game. Christa Hill said we still have brochures, but they are outdated. Kate suggested putting together
what’s new with Historic Preservation. Ashlee McQuarters will work on the new brochure design. We
are not sure of the date and/or time. Ashlee asked what types of people attend the festival.

Notice of Hearing for Old No. 4 National Register of Historic Places

The City received notice of a meeting on July 19, 2017 at 2pm at Fort Harrison State Park Inn in
Indianapolis regarding Mishawaka Fire Station No 4, 2319 Lincolnway East, Mishawaka being nominated
to the National Register of Historic Places. Dave Eisen may be in Indianapolis that day but is unsure if
he’ll be able to make it to the hearing. Christa Hill offered to write a letter of support on behalf of the
HPC, citing its status as a local landmark.

Kate Voelker suggests we write a resolution of support for Old No. 4 being added to the National
Register of Historic Places, seconded by Alan Grzeskowiak.

PRIVILEGE OF THE FLOOR

Dave Staughn asked what the benefit was to being on the National Register of Historic Places. According
to the notification letter, you may be eligible for grant money and tax credits. However, it does not
provide additional protection.

Terry DeMaegd offered an updated on the Mishawaka Historical Museum. They have purchased the
property at 113 S Main, next to Gene’s Camera.

ADJOURNMENT
A motion to adjourn was made by Kate Voelker, seconded by Terry DeMaegd. The meeting was
adjourned at 5:00pm.

Dave Eisen, Vice-Chairman Christa Hill, Secretary

Page 3 of 3



