CITY OF MISHAWAKA
HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION September 6, 2016

A regular meeting of the Mishawaka Historic Preservation Commission was held Tuesday September 6
2016 in Room 205, City Hall, 600 E. Third, Mishawaka, IN.

Meeting was called to order at 4:00 pm.

Commission members in attendance: Mike Bultinck, Terry DeMaegd, Dave Eisen, Doug Merritt, Nancy
Seidler, Faye Sullivan and Kate Voelker. Advisory members present: Alan Grzeskowiak, Shirley
McAlister, Thomas Morris, Jason Stoller, and Cliff Zenor. Staff: Christa Hill. Public: Dave Straughn, Ruth
Pavich, Mary Beth Torma, Jim Penn and Rachel Fredenburg.

A motion by Dave Eisen, seconded by Doug Merritt, approved the minutes of the August 2, 2016
meeting with couple of corrections to name spellings.

Committee Reports:

A. Historic Districts/Plaques: Kate Voelker will contact the Burns family to schedule a date for
installation. Cliff Zenor will contact the mason so he can be registered as a vendor with he City
so he can be paid.

B. Public Relations & Community Education: Dave Eisen provided the schedule for the American
Heritage Roundtable discussions. They will be posted in the news and events section of the HPC
page of the website and also sent to IT to be included on the City’s Facebook page.

C. Staff Notes: We received a check for $844 from the Boy Scouts as part of the Eagle Scout
project. It was deposited into our gift account and the balance is now over $1200. Cliff will get
the Scout’s address so Christa can send an official thank you letter. Kate asked what the plan
was for the rest of them. Cliff confirmed there were at least 20 left. We had previously sold
them for $75. In the past we had donated one to the Mishawaka Education Foundation and
voted to do so again. We will put gym floor pieces on the October agenda.

There have been two changes in ownership at local landmarks. The Hudson Watt house at 1213
Prospect is now owned by Frank and Christine Canarecci. He was formerly the sheriff. The
Carnegie Library has been sold to George and Tammy Pesak. They own the Corndance Tavern
and Evil Czech restaurants. The Carnegie Library will be remodeled into a restaurant. Christa
Hill has already sent a letter to the Canarecci’s and will be contacting the Pesak’s to let them
know the HPC’s role in procedure for Certificate of Appropriateness.

Normain Heights Subcommittee Update: Doug Merritt and Alan Grzeskowiak prepared a draft of the
guidelines following Bloomington’s Matlock Heights format. One of the first questions was in the title,
the inclusion of Northway Park. Doug has seen the name on the articles of incorporation and wanted to
know if that was a recorded document. Ruth Pavich says it was a different subdivision that they joined
with briefly but their goals did not match. Indiana Landmarks provided a historical narrative from the
National Register process that can help expand the history section. Doug is going to have the original
advertisement recreated based on the scans, because the quality is too low to use the one we have. We
need clarification from the City attorney about the hierarchy of this ordinance compared to the land
development code. The demolition of a house, addition to a house, or moving a house, will definitely
come before the HPC. ltis a fine line to determine how much else would require a COA. The guidelines
will exempt replacing like for like and even things like adding vinyl siding. The language, as it is now, also
exempts small accessory buildings, like sheds under a certain square footage. There will also need to be
language grandfathering anything existing as of the date of adoption of the ordinance. Ruth says there
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aren’t many homes that are still “original”. Mary Beth Torma could provide addresses of ones that
were, and Doug could focus on those as examples. Kate Voelker which houses were outstanding?
Christa Hill answered all the houses in the Normain Heights neighborhood were either contributing or
non-contributing based on the 1995 survey. Kate asked if a survey could be done specifically for
Normain Heights. Cliff suggested asking Todd Zieger with Indiana Landmarks if Ball State students could
do a survey just for the purposes of this district. A full survey is expensive. There are some places left
open for floor plans and pictures or graphics. Graphics will allow us to get the point across without
singling out specific houses. Cliff Zenor will proofread the final draft prior to the next meeting. It will
also be sent to the Normain Heights Subcommittee.

Mishawaka Heritage Festival: Terry DeMaegd says had a good display with a Jeopardy game by Alan
Grzeskowiak and matching game. There was a good turnout. A couple of people wanted to talk about
their historic homes and one person was interested in serving on the HPC. Alan was interview and the
HPC booth was featured in an AB57 news story. http://www.abc57.com/clip/12709002/residents-
celebrate-communitys-diversity-at-mishawaka-heritage-festival

Mishawaka Museum Update:

Terry met with Mr. Heirman after he presented at last month’s meeting. The HPC has done all it can in
means of support. If anyone wants to participate, they would be doing it as private individuals. Mr.
Heirman did look into the cost of renting the Dodge Old People’s home and the Interiors Etc building
discussed as locations. Mike Bultinck still thinks this museum should partner with the Hannah Lindahl
Children’s Museum.

Adjournment
A motion to adjourn was made by Mike Bultinck, seconded by Dave Eisen. The meeting was adjourned
at 4:45 pm.

Terry DeMaegd, Chairman Christa Hill, Secretary



