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REGULAR MEETING OF THE MISHAWAKA 
BOARD OF PUBLIC WORKS AND SAFETY/UTILITY BOARD 

October 1, 2019 
 

 
The regular meeting of the Board of Public Works and Safety/Utility Board was called to 
order by President Ken Prince at 10:00 a.m.  All members were present. Mr. Watson moved 
to dispense with the reading of the minutes of September 24, 2019, and accept them as 
circulated.  Ms. Miller seconded; motion carried.   
 
Bid Openings:   
There were no bid openings. 
 
Mayor’s Comments: 
Mayor Wood announced a staff meeting would follow today’s Board meeting.   
 
Department Head Reports: 
Police Chief Ken Witkowski announced that Ryan Hiipakka has completed all department 
testing, investigation and doctor’s physical and psychological examinations and 
recommended he be sworn in as Probationary Patrol Officer effective October 1, 2019.  
Chief Witkowski said Mr. Hiipakka comes to Mishawaka with police experience, as he is a 
lateral transfer from the South Bend Police Department. Mr. Watson moved for the approval 
of Ryan Hiipakka to be sworn in as Probationary Patrol Officer.  Ms. Miller seconded; motion 
carried. 
 
Mayor Wood swore in Recruit Hiipakka. 
 
Chief Witkowski requested the Board promote Andrew Bauer to the rank of Second Class 
Patrol Officer from Probationary Patrol Officer, effective October 2, 2019.  Ms. Miller moved 
to approve as presented.  Mr. Watson seconded; motion carried. 
 
Fire Chief Bryon Woodward requested the Board renew Mutual Loan Agreement with New 
Clay Fire Territory for use of equipment and vehicles and designate the Fire Chief as 
signatory.  Mr. Watson moved to approve as presented.  Ms. Miller seconded; motion 
carried.   
 
Electric Division Manager Rick Springman requested the Board authorize the receipt of bids 
for one (1) new 2019/2020 5,000 lb pneumatic-tired lift truck to be opened October 22, 
2019.  Ms. Miller moved to approve as presented.  Mr. Watson seconded; motion carried.   
 
City Engineer/Director Chris Jamrose presented Change Order #1 with C & E Excavating for 
Elmwood Avenue Realignment for an increase of $166,001.44 for a new contract amount of 
$922,246.44.  Mr. Watson moved to approve as presented.  Ms. Miller seconded; motion 
carried.   
 
Ms. Jamrose requested the Board approve an Agreement for Installation of Turn Lane 
Striping at the intersection of Jefferson and Logan with the City of South Bend Board of 
Public Works, all work to be completed by South Bend at its expense.  Ms. Miller moved to 
approve as presented.  Mr. Watson seconded; motion carried.   
 
Approval of Claims: 
There were no claims to approve. 
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New Business: 
There was no new business. 
 
Unfinished Business: 
There being no additional business brought before the Board, the meeting was adjourned at 
10:11 a.m. 
 
Ken Prince – President of the Board of 
Public Works and Safety/Utility Board 
 
Kari Myers – Clerk of the Board of 
Public Works and Safety/Utility Board 
 


