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Dear Friends and Neighbors, 
 

Exciting news!  Construction begins on replacing Fire Station #4.  Over the past 
eight years the City has been preparing and making plans for replacing this station 
which serves the eastern portions of the City.  Existing Fire Station #4 is a beauti-
ful and historic tudor revival building located at 2319 Lincolnway East that was 
constructed in 1929.  The existing building houses just one truck that has to be 
custom ordered to fit the building. Given the relatively small single garage and 
how fire equipment has evolved over time, this is a significant limitation.  The ex-
isting facility also has no off-street parking, and no room for needed expansion. 
 

In 2004, based on what we believed to be the pending construction of Capital Avenue, the City con-
tracted with DLZ planners to perform a fire district study to determine the ideal site for a new fire 
station based on both the existing and expected growth areas of the City.  Since Capital Avenue 
was delayed, this study was updated in 2010 to insure that INDOT’s changes to the Capital Avenue 
plans and six years of growth 
were taken into account.  Based 
on this study, it was determined 
that the ideal location for the 
new station would be within a 
½ mile of the intersection of 
Capital Avenue and 12th Street/
Harrison Road. 
 

After a thorough review of prop-
erties in this target area, in Au-
gust of 2011 the City was able to purchase approximately 8 acres from the Lang Family, immedi-
ately west of Hums Park.  The City chose this site primarily because it was located in the ideal loca-
tion for response times. At the same time, this specific site was chosen 
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Every month, the Communicator will provide a monthly series of articles for our Let's Move Misha-
waka Program about healthy eating and lifestyles provided by Saint Joseph Physician Network, 
courtesy of Dr. Dale Deardorff, Medical Director.  
 

October is National Breast Cancer Awareness Month and mammography remains the state-of-the-
art tool for diagnosing breast cancer. Here are some mammography facts encouraging women to 
receive an annual mammogram. 
 

At age 30 begin screening mammography if your mother or sister had breast cancer before meno-
pause. At age 40 begin mammography whether or not you have experienced symptoms of breast 
cancer. 
 

A mammogram is an X-ray of the breast, usually taken from both the top and side view. During a 
mammogram, the breast is moderately compressed; this separates the breast’s fibrous and glandu-
lar elements to allow for clearer and more accurate breast pictures. Today’s modernized equipment 
is designed to minimize discomfort during the procedure. 
 

While mammography remains the best and most accurate tool in detecting breast cancer, it is still 
not foolproof or perfect. Some cancers can be felt on physical examination but be invisible on the 
mammogram. For that reason, women age 40 and older (or age 30 and older if there is a family 
history of breast cancer) should have their breasts examined every year by a doctor or trained 
health care professional. By doing annual screening studies, small (continued on next page) 
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Mammography Guidelines for Women 

Special Thanks from 
Code Enforcement 

 
The Department of Code Enforce-
ment would like to thank Misha-
waka residents for maintaining 
their property by regularly mow-
ing their lawns this past summer. 
Even though we are still in the 
mowing season, code officers 
have begun to address over-
growth issues in our alleyways. 
 
Residents are responsible for 
maintaining the grass, bushes 
and any overgrowth at the alleys 
that occurs. Vehicles can be 
scratched and trash and utility 
vehicle access can be restricted 
by bushes and other growth ex-
tending into the alleyways. Please 
place cut brush or branches in 
trash bags or bundle them in four 
foot sections that are manage-
able so they can be removed by 
Allied Waste. Trimmings should 
be placed at the same location 
where your trash gets placed for 
removal. You may also take trim-
mings to the Mishawaka Environ-
mental Center located at 1105 E. 
Fifth Street.  
 
If you have any questions, please 
contact the Department of Code 
Enforcement at 258-1612 or at 
Mishawaka.in.gov. 

House Detectives 
 
Learn how to discover the history 
of your house in a seminar with 
local expert Todd Zeiger of Indi-
ana Landmarks. This event will 
be held on Saturday, October 15 
from 9:30am-11:30am at the 
Mishawaka Public Library, 209 
Lincolnway East, Mishawaka. Visit 
www.restoremichiana.com for 
more information. Free and open 
to the public, but signup is re-
quested by contacting Elicia D. 
Feasel at 574.235.9798 or email 
edadlow@co.st-joseph.in.us 

Architectural rendering of new Fire Station #4, provided by DLZ of Indiana 



over others in part because it afforded the City an opportunity to provide a four-way intersection at Bennington Drive and Harrison 
Road.  Bennington Drive will be extended south to serve the new Fire Station and will end in a temporary cul-de-sac until the adja-
cent farm field is annexed and developed over time.  The importance of this re-alignment is that it will allow for the installation of a 
traffic signal.  The controlled intersection will assist the crossing guard helping children crossing the street from Reverewood to Hums 
School, and provide better access for the park. 
The replacement fire station will be a 13,750 square foot single-story building with (3) garage bays for fire trucks and/or EMS vehi-
cles.  An important component of the City’s service model is to be able to house an ambulance at this location.  As our population 
ages and run volumes increase, the ability to house and run ambulances from fire stations is critical to our new model of service. 
 

The building will house a training room that can also be used for official neighborhood/public meetings.  The parking lot, since it in-
cludes parking for the training/community room and administrative offices, will also be able to serve as overflow parking for peak park 
usage as well.  Emergency vehicles will have a direct access point off of Harrison Road.  Staff and guest vehicles will enter via access 
drives that will be located off a proposed extension of Bennington Road. 
 

The City is currently coordinating a neighborhood meeting with School City of Mishawaka to discuss the improvements and the re-
quired modifications to Hums Park.  This meeting will likely occur concurrently with the mailing of this communicator. 
 

There will also be a groundbreaking ceremony in October where the City will be able to announce the successful bidder on the project 
and a more specific timetable for the opening.  Once the new station is complete, and relocation has occurred, the 
existing fire station on Lincolnway will likely be declared surplus and will be sold through a public bidding process, 
likely in 2013.  So, not only will the City have a new fire station to improve service for generations to come, some 
lucky bidder will be able to reuse this historic building as a very special new home or office.  To keep up to date on 
City projects and happenings, visit www.mishawaka.in.gov .                                    

subtle changes in your breast can be found. It is also important to continue to perform monthly breast self-examinations. If you no-
tice a lump, a thickening, or any change the month following your mammogram, speak with your doctor right away. Do not wait until 
your next annual mammogram appointment. Keep in mind that a mammogram does not provide future protection against breast can-
cer. 
 

Other techniques of visualizing the breast are useful, but do not replace the mammogram. Breast ultrasound is extremely important 
for examining lesions, such as a fibrocystic condition. The ultrasound can also locate abnormalities in the breast that will help to direct 
a required biopsy. Also, an MRI (magnetic resonance imaging) can evaluate breast tissue and identify areas of abnormality. The use-
fulness of the MRI in breast cancer diagnosis continues to improve. 
 

The latest in technology and convenience for your breast health needs is offered at the Saint Joseph Center for Women’s Health, lo-
cated on the first floor of the Medical Office Building connected to Saint Joseph Regional Medical Center/Mishawaka. As you walk in-
side, you will immediately check in with a 
member of the staff at the front desk. Behind 
the registration desk, a small waiting area pro-
vides comfort and privacy.  
 

When it’s time for your screening or proce-
dure, you will be escorted to a private dressing 
and waiting area. You won’t feel uncomfort-
able sitting in a large room or walking down a 
long corridor wearing a gown – rooms are 
located just a few steps across the hall. 
 

SJRMC is committed to the importance of early 
detection and promotion of breast health with 
leading edge technology and a highly trained 
staff. The Center for Women’s Health offers 
two digital mammography units and a new 
digital state-of-the-art biopsy room. 
 

For more information call The Center for 
Women’s Health at (574) 335-6216. 
 
 

Bilal Ansari, M.D. 
Michiana Hematology Oncology 
Medical Director of Inpatient Oncology Ser-
vices, SJRMC 
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Government in Action 
 
 

 

We understand that property tax bills 
can be confusing. Following is a brief 
explanation of your property tax bill. 
A property’s assessed value is the 
basis for property taxes. Annually 
your property is assessed for its real 
value based on its current market 
value. Each year the State of Indiana 
sets the amount of money a govern-
mental unit can spend. The total 
allowed funding is divided by the 
assessed value to determine a gov-
ernmental unit’s tax rate. The city tax 
rate is determined by dividing the 
Estimate of funds to be raised by assessed value. The city tax rate is then multiplied by the 
assessed value of your property less any deduction such, as mortgage or homestead, to deter-
mine your property tax bill for the year. 
 
The majority of Mishawaka residents are in the Mishawaka Penn District which is made up of 
several governmental unit rates. The City accounts for 44.35% of your tax bill with the rest of 
your tax bill distributed by percentage to the following governmental units : Mishawaka Penn 
Harris Library 3.73%, Township .73%, Airport .76%, Transpo 2.39%, County 13.86%, and 
Mishawaka Schools 34.18%. Each year as we prepare our budget we carefully manage prop-
erty tax funds as efficiently as possible. You can visit our website at www.mishawaka.in.gov to 
view our budget and annual financials to get a better idea of our city’s financial status. 
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